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Suffolk Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service

County Council Fire Business Support Team

Floor 3, Block 2
Endeavour House
8 Russell Road
Ipswich, Suffolk

St Edmundsbury Borough IP1 2BX
Council
Planning Department éourRR?fi FIFo81734
ur Ref:

West Suffolk House Enquiries to: Water Officer
Western Way Direct Line: 01473 260588
Bury St Edmunds E-mail: Fire.BusinessSupport@suffolk.gov.uk
IP33 3YU Web Address:  http://www.suffolk.gov.uk

Date: 15/03/2021

Dear Sirs,

Little Court, Haverhill Road, Little Wratting, CB9 7UD
Planning Application No: DC/21/0315/FUL

A CONDITION IS REQUIRED FOR FIRE HYDRANTS
(see our required conditions)

| refer to the above application.

The plans have been inspected by the Water Officer who has the following comments to
make.

Access and Fire Fighting Facilities

Access to buildings for fire appliances and firefighters must meet with the requirements
specified in Building Regulations Approved Document B, (Fire Safety), 2006 Edition,
incorporating 2010 and 2013 amendments Volume 1 - Part B5, Section 11 dwelling
houses, and, similarly, Volume 2, Part B5, Sections 16 and 17 in the case of buildings
other than dwelling houses. These requirements may be satisfied with other equivalent
standards relating to access for fire fighting, in which case those standards should be
quoted in correspondence.

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service also requires a minimum carrying capacity for hard
standing for pumping/high reach appliances of 15/26 tonnes, not 12.5 tonnes as detailed
in the Building Regulations 2000 Approved Document B, 2006 Edition, incorporating 2010
and 2013 amendments.

Water Supplies

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service recommends that fire hydrants be installed within this
development on a suitable route for laying hose, i.e. avoiding obstructions. However, it is
not possible, at this time, to determine the number of fire hydrants required for fire fighting
purposes. The requirement will be determined at the water planning stage when site plans
have been submitted by the water companies.

/continued
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Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service recommends that proper consideration be given to the
potential life safety, economic, environmental and social benefits derived from the
provision of an automatic fire sprinkler system. (Please see sprinkler information enclosed
with this letter).

Consultation should be made with the Water Authorities to determine flow rates in all
cases.

Sprinklers Advised

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service recommends that proper consideration be given to the
potential life safety, economic, environmental and social benefits derived from the
provision of an automatic fire sprinkler system. (Please see sprinkler information enclosed
with this letter).

Consultation should be made with the Water Authorities to determine flow rates in all
cases.

Should you need any further advice or information on access and fire fighting facilities, you
are advised to contact your local Building Control in the first instance. For further advice
and information regarding water supplies, please contact the Water Officer at the above
headquarters.

Yours faithfully

Water Officer

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service
Enc: Hydrant requirement letter

Copy: sam.palmer@rapleys.com
Enc: Sprinkler information
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Suffolk Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service

County Council

Fire Business Support Team
Floor 3, Block 2

Endeavour House

8 Russell Road

) Ipswich, Suffolk
St Edmundsbury Borough Council IP1 2BX

Planning Department
West Suffolk House

Western Way Your Ref:
Enquiries to: Water Officer
IP33 3YU Direct Line: 01473 260486
E-mail: Angela.Kempen@suffolk.gov.uk

Web Address www.suffolk.gov.uk

Date: 15/03/2021
Planning Ref: DC/21/0315/FUL

Dear Sirs,

RE: PROVISION OF WATER FOR FIRE FIGHTING

ADDRESS: Little Court, Haverhill Road, Little Wratting, CB9 7UD

DESCRIPTION: SPECIALIST DEMENTIA VILLAGE FOR UP TO 120 RESIDENTS, INCLUDING
20 X 6 BED ROOM APARTMENTS OVER 5 BUILDINGS, CENTRAL AMENITY BUILDING
CONTAINING SHOP, RESTAURANT, PUB, COMMUNAL HALL, OFFICES & STAFF
ACCOMMODATION, CLUB/HOBBY ROOMS, TREATMENT/COUNSELLING ROOMS
HYDRANTS REQUIRED

If the Planning Authority is minded to grant approval, the Fire Authority require
adequate provision is made for fire hydrants, by the imposition of a suitable
planning condition at the planning application stage.

If the Fire Authority is not consulted at the planning stage, or consulted and the
conditions not applied, the Fire Authority will require that fire hydrants be installed
retrospectively by the developer if the Planning Authority has not submitted a
reason for the non-implementation of the required condition in the first instance.

The planning condition will carry a life term for the said development and the initiating
agent/developer applying for planning approval and must be transferred to new ownership
through land transfer or sale should this take place.

Fire hydrant provision will be agreed upon when the water authorities submit water plans
to the Water Officer for Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service.

Where a planning condition has been imposed, the provision of fire hydrants will be fully
funded by the developer and invoiced accordingly by Suffolk County Council.

Until Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service receive confirmation from the water authority
that the installation of the fire hydrant has taken place, the planning condition will
not be discharged.

/continued
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Should you require any further information or assistance | will be pleased to help.

Yours faithfully

Water Officer

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service
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Enquiries to: Fire Business Support Team
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Dear Sir/Madam

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service — Automatic Fire Sprinklers in your Building
Development

We understand from local Council planning you are considering undertaking building work.

The purpose of this letter is to encourage you to consider the benefits of installing
automatic fire sprinklers in your house or commercial premises.

In the event of a fire in your premises an automatic fire sprinkler system is proven to save
lives, help you to recover from the effects of a fire sooner and help get businesses back
on their feet faster.

Many different features can be included within building design to enhance safety and
security and promote business continuity. Too often consideration to incorporate such
features is too late to for them to be easily incorporated into building work.

Dispelling the Myths of Automatic Fire Sprinklers

>

>

>

Automatic fire sprinklers are relatively inexpensive to install, accounting for
approximately 1-3% of the cost of a new build.

Fire sprinkler heads will only operate in the vicinity of a fire, they do not all operate
at once.

An automatic fire sprinkler head discharges between 40-60 litres of water per minute
and will cause considerably less water damage than would be necessary for
Firefighters tackling a fully developed fire.

Statistics show that the likelihood of automatic fire sprinklers activating accidentally
is negligible — they operate differently to smoke alarms.

Promoting the Benefits of Automatic Fire Sprinklers

>

YV VYV VYV

They detect a fire in its incipient stage — this will potentially save lives in your
premises.

Sprinklers will control if not extinguish a fire reducing building damage.

Automatic sprinklers protect the environment; reducing water damage and airborne
pollution from smoke and toxic fumes.

They potentially allow design freedoms in building plans, such as increased
compartment size and travel distances.

They may reduce insurance premiums.

Automatic fire sprinklers enhance Firefighter safety.
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Domestic sprinkler heads are recessed into ceilings and pipe work concealed so
you won'’t even know they’re there.
They support business continuity — insurers report 80% of businesses experiencing
a fire will not recover.
Properly installed and maintained automatic fire sprinklers can provide the safest of
environments for you, your family or your employees.
A desirable safety feature, they may enhance the value of your property and provide
an additional sales feature.

YV V VYV V¥V

The Next Step

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service is working to make Suffolk a safer place to live. Part of
this ambition is as champion for the increased installation of automatic fire sprinklers in
commercial and domestic premises.

Any information you require to assist you to decide can be found on the following web
pages:

Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service
http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/emergency-and-rescue/

Residential Sprinkler Association
http://www.firesprinklers.info/

British Automatic Fire Sprinkler Association
http://www.bafsa.org.uk/

Fire Protection Association
http://www.thefpa.co.uk/

Business Sprinkler Alliance
http://www.business-sprinkler-alliance.org/

| hope adopting automatic fire sprinklers in your build can help our aim of making ‘Suffolk
a safer place to live’.

Yours faithfully

Mark Hardingham
Chief Fire Officer
Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service
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