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This report is prepared to inform a planning application with West Suffalk Council. The proposal is described as the construction of a building to

aceommodate two residential units.

BNG assessment methodology and legislation can be found in the Arbtech Supplement: BNG Methodol n islation - 2025.

Theresults and recommendations contained within this reportare valid for 18 months. An updated site visit and BNG assessment may be required ifthe reportis to be used.any longer than 18 months after completion.
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Limitations and Copyright
Legal

Arbtech Consulting Limited has prepared this report for the sole use of the above-named client or their agents in accordance with our General Terms and
Conditions, under which our services are performed. It is expressly stated that no other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional
advice included in this report or any other services provided by us. This report may not be relied upon by any other party without the prior and express
written agreement of Arbtech Consulting Limited. The conclusions and recommendations contained in this report are based upon information provided by
third parties. Information obtained from third parties has not been independently verified by Arbtech Consulting Limited.

Arbtech cannot be held responsible for any project management failures, delays or unforeseen costs arising from failure to read and ensure
understanding of the content with in, nor is Arbtech responsible for any adverse outcomes arising from failure to account for ecological advice given at any
stage throughout the project collaboration.

© This report is the copyright of Arbtech Consulting Limited. Any unauthorised reproduction or usage by any person other than the addressee is strictly
prohibited.
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Site Location and Context

A baseline habitat map is provided in Appendix 1, a post development habitat map in Appendix 2, and headline BNG results in Appendix 3

The site is located at National Grid Reference TL 67607 45063 and has an area of approximately 0.04ha comprising a residential dwelling and an
associated outbuilding, hard standing surfaces, unsealed surfaces, and vegetated garden areas comprising amenity lawn and introduced shrubs. The
site is located in a suburban setting, within the town of Haverhill. It is immediately surrounded by residential infrastructure in all directions. The wider
landscape is dominated by residential and commercial infrastructure, whereby green infrastructure is limited to residential gardens, public parks and
playing fields. A review of historic maps indicates that the local landscape has been altered extensively by urban development since the 19" century,
resulting in a significant reduction of semi-TL 67607 45063 No ponds or watercourses are located on or adjacent to the site. The site sits on Lewes
Nodular Chalk Formation and Seaford Chalk Formation, overlain by freely draining slightly acid loamy soils.

named client or their agents in accordance with our General Terms and
Statutory BNG Metric - 19a Hamlet Road CB9 8EH - v1 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2025)
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal & Preliminary Roost Assessment (PEA/PRA) - 19a Hamlet Road CB9 8EH - v1 (Arbtech Consulting Ltd., 2025)
Proposed Plan (2025)

Executive Summary

The baseline habitat value of the site is 0.05 area-based units, comprising 0.05 units of vegetated garden,

In order to achieve a +10% net gain and meet trading rules, a total of 0.06 units will be required on site post-Proposed Pla

The proposed development will result in the loss of areas of vegetated garden to accommodate the construction of a residential dwelling. As
such, the development is expected to result in a net change in biodiversity.

The net change in biodiversity value cannot be accurately determine until Part 2 of the statutory metric is completed, informed by detailed post-
development landscaping plans. At the time of writing, this has not yet been instructed.

=
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Introduction

BNG Informative

Date reflected by
BNG calculations
The baseline biodiversity value of the site is derived from the site as observed during the PEA field survey (Arbtech Consulting Ltd.,
2025). As evident in the screenshots of satellite imagery obtained from GoogleEarth dated July 2025 and July 2025, the site does
not appear to have undergone any degradation. The habitats on site, and therefore biodiversity value of the site, is not considered
to have undergone degradation since 30th January 2020.

11t July 2025

Habitat
Degradation
Statement
- I. M " ‘.-!
Irreplaceable No irreplaceable habitats as listed under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations (2024) are

Habitat Statement | currently present nor were present before 30" January 2020.
Metric Version & | Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool first published 29" November 2023 with last updates to metric tools and user guides
Publication Date | on 23" July 2024.

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment
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Metric Version &

+10%

National Character

86 - South Suffolk and North Essex Clayland

Area (NCA)
Suffolk County Council (SCC), the responsible authority for drafting the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) for West Suffolk, has
yet to 2025 a comprehensive LNRS. As such, the following documents were used to determine strategic significance:
West Suffolk Local Plan Submission Draft (Regulation 19), 2024
West Suffolk Green Infrastructure Study, 2025
Strategic Habitat gasi_l::ill ment Justification
Significance Sevelooed land o ost-Uevelopme
eveloped land; seale
P N/A N/A
surface
Artificial unvegetated
getated,  I'na N/A
unsealed surface
Vegetated garden Low No formal recognition

There were no specific limitations to the assessment.

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment
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Baseline

Baseline Biodiversity Value: On-Site

Area-Based Habitats (A-1)

Strategic
il (SCC) Area (ha) Description Condition Assessment and J:lly 0502
Developed land; The site comprises one semi-detached residential dwelling and an \
0.0087ha .
sealed surface associated garage.
Concrete hard standing forms a driveway on site, as well as concrete
Developed land; .
0.0045ha | paving slabs located throughout the garden areas.
sealed surface
Artificial unsealed, Gravel surfaces are present throughout the rear garden, forming
unvegetated 0.0045ha | pathways and a surface for decking.
surface
A private garden extends throughout the south, west and north of the . -
. . , . . Habitat condition pre-
main residential dwelling on site. determined as ‘N/A’ as Low
Garden habitats to the Low and west are actively managed, detailed within the Statutory Strategic
comprising an amenity lawn and introduced shrubs. The amenity lawn Biodiversity Condition Significance

to the Low appears newly sown, and much of the lawn to the west Assessment Supplement.
appears to have been partially cleared in preparation for the works.
Vegetated Garden | 0.0270ha | Both lawns are species poor, with less than 6 vascular plant species
per m?. Few ornamental shrubs are present along the southern site
peripheries.

Lownorthern section of the garden appears to be unmanaged and is
dominated by ruderals and tall forbs. Rubble piles, likely associated
with preparation for the works are scattered throughout these
unmanaged areas

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment
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Results, Discussion, and Next Steps

BNG Informative

Lowbaseline habitat value of the site is 0.02 Vegetated Garden0.02 units of vegetated garden.

In order to achieve a +10% net gain for area-based habitats, a minimum area-based unit score of 0.02 will need to be
achieved.

Results . . .
The proposed development will result in the loss of areas of vegetated garden to accommodate the construction of a
residential dwelling. As such, the development is expected to result in a net change in biodiversity.

The net change in biodiversity value cannot be accurately determined until Part 2 of the statutory metric is completed,
informed by detailed post-development landscaping plans.

Based on the proposed plans, and low habitat value automatically assigned to private gardens, it is unlikely that net gain will
be achieved by ways of habitat creation/enhancement without significant changes to the proposals on site or require
unfeasible commitments off-site. As such. a financial contribution to off-site ecological enhancements (i.e. purchasing

, @ minimum area within an approved scheme is required to make up the 510% net gain for area-based habitat units. Low
mechanism for securing this off-setting will need to be proposed to and confirmed by the LPA and would be linked to the
application through a planning obligation Section 106 (ﬂ106) agreement. The proposed habitat compensation must be of an
appropriate distinctiveness to meet the trading rules of BNG.

A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) should be produced for the site. This should include recommendations for the implementation,
management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that biodiversity net gain is delivered.

Recommendations and
Next Steps

5re-Commencement
These additional requirements can only be actioned following the finalisation of the BNG assessment - should -site or off-site
net gains sought.

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment
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Appendix 1: Baseline Habitat Plan
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Appendix 2: Proposed Development Plan
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Unit Type

Appendix 4: Headline BNG Results

Target Baseline Units Units Required Unit Deficit
Habitat units 10.00% 0.05 0.06 0.06
Hedgerow units 10.00% 0.00 0.00 0.00
Watercourse wits 10.00% 0.00 0.00 0.00
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